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Course Syllabus 
Winter 2011 

 

PHILIPPIANS: FOLLOWING THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST 
NEWT 0625W 

 
JANUARY 10 – APRIL 15, 2011 

ONLINE COURSE 
 

Instructor: Jim Knight 
E-mail: knightscribe@hotmail.com 

 

To access your course materials at the start of the course, please go to 
http://class.tyndale.ca 

 
 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Paul's prison epistle to the Philippian Christians typifies the apostle's pastoral 
concern for those under his care. To better understand Paul's message the 
historical, literary, cultural and rhetorical context of the letter will be fully 
investigated. In addition, the theology of the letter will be examined within the 
larger framework of Paul's Christology, soteriology and eschatology. It is hoped 
that by course end, we will all share Paul's attitude of "joy in the midst of 
suffering." 
 
Prerequisite: BIBL 0501. Recommended: NEWT 0522 
 
II. LEARNING OUTCOMES 
At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to:  
 
1. Discover Paul’s message to the Philippian Christians. 
2. Apply the methods of historical, epistolary, rhetorical and cultural analysis in 
the study of the letter.  
3. Think about Christian theology in light of the letter. 
4. Contemplate the letter’s implications for Christian life and mission.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:knightscribe@hotmail.com
http://class.tyndale.ca/
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III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. COURSE MATERIALS 
 
1. Bible  
You should use a good translation for study purposes, such as the NRSV, RSV, 
TNIV or NIV. Although this is an English Bible course, those who can read the 
Greek New Testament are encouraged to use it whenever possible. 
 
2. Markus Bockmuehl. A Commentary on the Epistle to the Philippians. Peabody, 

Mass: Hendrickson, 1998. 
Bockmuehl is a top-notch exegete who carefully moves through the letter in great 
detail. Like most New Testament scholars, he gives full consideration to the 
historical and literary context of the letter.  At the same time, he examines 
Christian theology in light of the letter.  
 
3. Ben Witherington III. Friendship and Finances in Philippi. Valley Forge: Pa, 

Trinity Press International, 1994. 
Witherington has written on a wide variety of topics relating to the N.T. and early 
Christianity, but he has focused a lot of energy on the study of the social world of 
the N.T. and the use of Greek rhetoric in the N.T.  This book reflects those 
interests. 
 
These textbooks are available at the Tyndale bookstore or through any book 
retailer. 
 
5. Weekly audio lectures are on the course website. 
 
6. Weekly lecture notes are on the course website.  
 
 
B.  ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
1. Weekly Online Activity Students are expected to participate fully in the online 
course by being actively engaged with all the materials on the course web site. 
Every week students must listen to the audio and read all the materials posted. 
Online activity will be monitored and evaluated. 
 
2. Weekly Reading Question (10 Questions @ 2% each = 20%) 
Students are expected to complete the weekly textbook readings listed in the 
course outline. To ensure that you are reading and comprehending the course 
content you will answer a very straightforward question on the readings. This 
weekly question will be posted on the site by Monday and you are to respond to it 
by Wednesday at 10:00 p.m.   
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Your responses should be typewritten, in essay format and approximately 350 
words in length. The completed assignment will be placed in a drop box on the 
course website. 
Note: There will be no question in weeks 1, 3 and 13. 
 
3. Weekly Group Forums (10 Forums @ 3% each = 30%) 
Students are expected to participate in a weekly forum, which will deal with 
course material from that week, e.g., the lecture, the Philippians passage and the 
textbooks.  Each Monday morning I will initiate a threaded discussion with a 
question on the weekly section of course site. You will respond to this question. 
Critical interaction with the course material, not merely reiteration, will be the 
chief aim of these forum questions.  
 
There are two essential parts to this assignment: a) your written answer to my 
question posted in the class’s threaded discussion; b) your written response to 
the posts of the fellow students in the class or group. Class size will dictate 
whether responses are to the posts of the entire class or to the ones of a group. 

 
Your answer to my question should be approximately 350-700 words in length 
and must be posted in the class’s threaded discussion by Friday at 5:00 p.m. 
Your posting will be visible to the other students in the class. Late submissions 
will not be accepted. The exception is for students who arrange beforehand 
because of an expected absence. These students will complete an alternate 
assignment. Students may write up to three substitute assignments. Your answer 
is worth ¾ of the mark. 
 
Your response to the postings of your fellow classmates should be approximately 
150 words in length and must be posted in the class’s threaded discussion by the 
following Monday at 5:00 p.m.  Do not read other postings until you have posted 
your own. When responding, be polite, as if you were present in a classroom. Be 
concise and aim to discuss the core issue. Your responses are worth ¼ of the 
mark.  
Note: There will be no group forum in weeks 1, 3 and 13. 
 
3. Inductive Outline of Philippians (10 %) 
Reading and analyzing a biblical book with attention to its literary context is an 
essential skill for biblical interpretation. For this assignment you should read 
through the entire letter to the Philippians several times in order to become 
aware of the movement and the structure of the text. After carefully reading the 
letter, you art to create a detailed outline of Philippians. Divide the letter into its 
logical sections or “thought paragraphs.” Your outline should have descriptive 
headings for each logical section and bullet points for the sub point within each 
section. Your outline should be typewritten and 1-2 pages in length.  
The completed assignment should be submitted in a drop box on the course 
website by Friday, January 28th at 5:00 p.m. (Week 3). 
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4. Final Paper: A Theological or an Exegetical Study (40 %) 
The final project is a 10-12 page research paper that will focus on one of the 
following:  
a. An important theme in Philippians (e.g., suffering, joy, community) 
 
b. A theological concept in Philippians (e.g., Christology, soteriology, 
eschatology) 
 
c. A specific passage in Philippians (e.g., 1:19-26; 2:1-11; 3:1-11; 4:4-9; 4:10-20) 
 
This paper should demonstrate critical research and thoughtful reflection and 
analysis. Do not merely repeat what the “experts” say, but evaluate their ideas. 
The finished product should be a well researched, clearly written and well 
organized paper.  
The completed assignment should be submitted in a drop box on the course 
website by Friday April 15th at 5:00 p.m. (Week 13). 
 
 
C. General Guidelines for the Submission of Written Work  
These guidelines refer specifically to the final paper, although all your online 
written work should demonstrate good writing skills as well. 
 
1. Write in full and grammatically correct sentences. Your writing career will 
greatly benefit from a frequent consultation with W. Strunk and E.B. White, The 
Elements of Style (New York: MacMillan, 1976). It is the shortest and least 
expensive academic book you will every have, but it’s a gem. 
 
2. When using secondary sources (and you will for your final paper!) be sure to 
have footnotes and a bibliography. For the full details on how to cite sources and 
compile a bibliography, consult the Chicago-Style Quick Guide (Tyndale e-
resource) or the full edition of the Chicago Manual of Style Online, especially ch. 
14. For citing scripture texts, refer to sections 10.46 to 10.51 and 14.253 to 
14.254. 
 
This rule is a corollary to the one above. Do not plagiarize. If you borrow ideas or 
distinctive phrases, you must acknowledge your sources properly. If you are ever 
in doubt, it is better to acknowledge your source. Please read Tyndale's 
Statement on Academic Honesty at  http://www.tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar  
 
4. Thoroughly proofread your papers in order to reduce errors of grammar, 
spelling or logic. Do not rely on spell check alone. 
 
5. Assignments are due on the dates indicated. Any extension must be requested 
in writing one week in advance of the due-date, stating the reason an extension 
is required. The waiting period will be waived in the case of a medical 
emergency, a condition of employment imposed by an employer, a call to jury 

http://www.bartleby.com/141/index.html
http://www.bartleby.com/141/index.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/tools_citationguide.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_toc.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_toc.html
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/calendar/08-09/index.php
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duty or a death in the family. All students will be allowed one day's grace for the 
submission of an assignment. Late assignments will be penalized according to 
Tyndale policy, which is a deduction of 1/3 of a letter grade for each week late. 
 
6. All assignments will be graded according to the Academic Grading System 
listed in the Seminary’s academic calendar. This can be accessed online at 
http://www.tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar  Specific grading rubrics for each 
assignment will be posted on the course website. 
 
 
D. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Evaluation is based upon the completion of the following assignments 
 

Weekly Reading Question (10 Questions @ 1 % each) 20% 

Weekly Group Forums (10 Forums @ 3 % each) 30% 

Inductive Outline 10% 

Final Paper 40% 

Total 100% 
 

 
IV. COURSE OUTLINE AND READING SCHEDULE 
 
Based on a 13 week course, the following schedule lists lecture topic, course 
readings and assignment due dates for each week.  
 

Session Lecture Topic Course Readings Assignments Due 

Week I 
Jan. 10-15 

• Course Intro. 
• Background on 
Philippians 

• Bockmuehl, 1-46 
• Witherington, 20-29 

• “Introduce Yourself” 
post 

Week 2 
Jan. 17-22 

• The Big Picture: 
Epistolary and 
Rhetorical Analysis 
of Philippians 

• Witherington, 1-20 
• The Letter to the  
Philippians (all) 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 

Week 3 
Jan. 24-29  

• Letter Opening: 
Paul’s Thanksgiving 
and Prayer 

• Bockmuehl, 47-71 
• Witherington, 30-41 
• Philippians 1:1-11 

• Inductive Outline of 
Philippians 

Week 4  
Jan. 31—Feb. 5 

• Disclosure: Paul’s 
Prison Blues, Part 1 

• Bockmuehl, 71-82 
• Witherington, 42-9 
• Philippians 1:12-18 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 

http://www.tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar
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Session  Lecture Topic   Course Readings Assignments Due  

Week 5 
Feb. 7-12 

• Disclosure: Paul’s 
Prison Blues, Part 2 

• Bockmuehl, 82-96 
• Philippians 1:19-26 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 

Week 6 
Feb. 14-19 

• Paul’s Argument: 
United We Stand, 
Divided We Fall 

• Bockmuehl, 96-103 
• Witherington, 50-5 
• Philippians 1:27-30 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 

Week 7 
Feb. 21-26 

• First Appeal: The 
Example of Christ 

• Bockmuehl, 104-48 
• Witherington, 56-74 
• Philippians 2:1-11 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 

Week 8 
Feb. 28- March 5 

• Second Appeal: 
Paradigmatic 
Partners 

• Bockmuehl, 148-75 
• Witherington, 75-82 
• Philippians 2:12-30 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 

Week 9 
March 7-12 

• Third Appeal: 
Beware of the Dogs 

• Bockmuehl, 175-
217 
• Witherington, 83-
103 
• Philippians 3: 1-11 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 

March 14-18 
March Break/ 
Reading Week 

• None • None • None 

Week 10 
March 21-26 

• Third Appeal: The 
Journey Forward 

• Bockmuehl, 217-36 
• Philippians 3:12-4:1 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 

Week 11 
March 28-April 2 

• Fourth Appeal: 
Women at Odds and 
Exhortations 

• Bockmuehl, 237-55 
• Witherington, 104-
21 
• Philippians 4:2-9 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 

Week 12 
April 4-9 
(Good Friday, April 
10th) 

• Final Words: Giving 
and Receiving 

• Bockmuehl, 255-71 
• Witherington, 122-
34 
• Philippians 4:10-23 

• Weekly Question 
• Weekly Forum 
(Due on Thursday) 
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Week 13 
April 11-16 

• The Theology of 
Philippians 

• None • Final Paper 
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http://books.google.ca/books?id=bVNUuVwLFEcC&lpg=PP1&dq=subject%3A%22Religion%20%2F%20Biblical%20Commentary%20%2F%20New%20Testament%22%20intitle%3APhilippians&lr&num=50&as_brr=3&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=jaGtGjb8pnIC&lpg=PA1&dq=The%20Epistle%20of%20Paul%20to%20the%20Philippians%3A%20An%20Introduction%20and%20Commentary&pg=PA1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=jaGtGjb8pnIC&lpg=PA1&dq=The%20Epistle%20of%20Paul%20to%20the%20Philippians%3A%20An%20Introduction%20and%20Commentary&pg=PA1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=IpbiGkWRKc0C&lpg=PA532&dq=O'BRIEN%20PHILIPPIANS&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/newt/philippians
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/newt
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/newt

